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It is the 16th century in Oltradige: New buildings are going up everywhere. One after the other, new
residences are being constructed, including many a castle, and existing buildings are being
refurbished. The current fashion is a style of architecture that master builders and architects have
brought with them from the south and is later known as the Oltradige style. 
The of Sall family in Caldaro doubtless also want a residence in this charming style. They like the
playful element it adds to the alpine landscape and the more usual local architecture: The buildings
have a light and airy look and hold promise of joie de vivre, merriment, balls and concerts.
Whether Katharina is born in the new residence around 1550 is uncertain. But she spends her
childhood there, surrounded by flowering gardens in the mild climate between Lake Caldaro and the
Mendola Mountains. Perhaps she is named after Saint Catherine of Alexandria, patron saint of the
church just behind the residence, the sound of whose bells must have been a regular feature of her
daily life.
In 1570 Katharina marries Peter Zinn of Zinnenburg and brings the Sallegg residence into the
marriage. This is the beginning of its eventful history up to the present under the current owners,
the Counts of Kuenburg.
What a triumph for Katharina: The estate is still  called Sallegg today. Even after so many alterations
and changes of ownership, her name has remained. It is a legacy that has survived the centuries
and still  reminds us of her. 
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